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Editorial Note
Dear readers and colleagues,

Reconstructing a country  post-conflict  necessitates extensive
consultations and in-depth studies to formulate laws and strategies that
tackle deep-rooted challenges, taking all considerations and dynamics into
account. Thus, adopting appropriate perspectives is crucial for effective
management and sustainable reconstruction in Somalia. This volume
presents a diverse range of articles providing valuable insights in this
regard. Welcome to the 2023 issue, Volume Eight, of ‘Somali Studies: A
Peer-Reviewed Academic Journal for Somali Studies’.

The first article, titled ‘Theorizing Stability of the Somali State: In the
Light of the Comprehensive Perspective of Somali Studies’, delves into
the challenges of Somali state-building. It underscores the correlation
between contemporary state frameworks and traditional Somali society.
The article criticizes prevailing perspectives and, instead, advocates for an
alternative approach termed the ‘Comprehensive Perspective’, arguing
that it will lead to a stability model for Somali state-building.

The second article, titled ‘Methods and Tools of Unification of Somali
Laws in Light of the Provisional Federal Constitution of Somalia’,
examines approaches to consolidating laws in Somalia within
constitutional frameworks and highlights certain constitutional principles
that guide the process of consolidation.

In recent years, Somalia has entered into numerous international treaties
and conventions, requiring the domestication of these agreements. Given
that international law grants each country autonomy in conducting the
domestication process according to its constitution and internal laws, the
third article examines this matter within the context of the Provisional
Federal Constitution of 2012 and provides valuable recommendations.
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Somalia has adopted a ‘federal system’ comprised of ‘states’. However,
no clear and agreed-upon boundaries exist between the regional states, or
at least some of them, leading to contested borders that may result in
conflicts. Therefore, it is essential to delineate state boundaries clearly to
avoid inter-state boundary disputes. The fourth article explores the gaps,
challenges, and legal frameworks involved in delineating the territorial
boundaries of the Somalia Federal Member States.

Market fires have become frequent incidents in Somalia, resulting in
significant financial losses and potential loss of lives, posing a serious
threat to the country’s fragile economy. The fifth article discusses the
management of market fire outbreaks, using Bakara Market in Mogadishu
as a case study. It identifies challenges and proposes recommendations for
effective prevention of fire outbreaks and mitigating their effects.

The sixth article explores strategies to enhance bilateral ties between
Somalia and Turkiye in agriculture and livestock sectors for mutual
benefits. It emphasizes that continuous investment in these areas could
strengthen economic growth and stability in Somalia.

Finally, the seventh article is about the Somali novel ‘Agoondarro waa u
Nacab Jacayl - Ignorance is the Enemy of Love’ which reflects that oral
poetry served as a powerful tool for expressing emotions and conveying
thoughts in the daily life for centuries. By analyzing the oral poetry in the
novel, this article explores the stylistic elements of poetry within fiction.

On this occasion, we express our appreciation to the authors, reviewers
and editorial team for their contributions. Their dedication and hard work
deserve acknowledgment and gratitude. Thank you to everyone involved!

Mustafa Feiruz
Editor-in-Chief
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