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Note on Contributors 

Paul Antonopoulos is a Research Fellow at the Center for Syncretic 

Studies. He has an MA in International Relations from Western Sydney 

University. His primary research interests are Great Power Rivalry and 

multipolarity as well as the International Relations and Political Economy 

of the Middle East and Latin America. 

Idil Osman holds a PhD from Cardiff University’s School of Journalism, 

Media and Cultural Studies. Her research interests include diaspora, 

media, migration, Sub-Saharan conflicts and transnationalism. She is the 

author of newly published book, ‘Media, Diaspora and the Somali 

Conflict’; the peer reviewed article The Somali Media, Diaspora 

Communities and the Concept of Conflict Re-creation and is the co-author 

of ‘Somalia to Europe; Stories of the Somali Diaspora’. She has worked 

for over a decade as a national and international journalist for the BBC, 

the Guardian and the Voice of America. Previously a Teaching Fellow 

in Media and Communications at University of Leicester, she is now a 

Research Associate and Senior Teaching Fellow in the Department of 

Development Studies at SOAS. 

Monsuru Adegboyega Kasali is currently a lecturer in the Department of 

Political Science and International Relations, Crescent University, 

Abeokuta, Nigeria. He is also a PhD candidate in the Faculty of 

Humanities, University of Fribourg, Switzerland. He is a recipient of 

several awards in his career. 

Abdiqani Yusuf Farah is a doctoral student at Saint Mary’s University 

of Minnesota. He is the author of ‘Minority Outcry for a Dialogue in 

Education.’ His current research agenda focuses specifically on 

educational leadership, charter schools, minority leadership competencies, 

special education, culturally responsive teaching, and minority education 

performances. Farah is also a member of Minnesota Community 
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Education Association (MCEA), a policy advocacy association. He could 

be reached at axfara16@smumn.edu. 

Helmi Ben Meriem holds a PhD in Somali literature from the University 

of Sousse, Tunisia. He is a fiction writer and a researcher of Somali 

Anglophone literature. He has published several academic papers. 

Cabdullaahi Sh. Cabdi Aadan [Abdullahi Sheikh Abdi Aden], aka 

Gacanka [Ga`anka], is a literary scholar and educator. He is an expert in 

Somali literature and a member of Intergovernmental Academy of Somali 

Language, a regional regulating body for the Somali language in 

the Horn of Africa region. His area of interest is literary criticism. 

Siciid Maxamed Cali [Si`id Mohamed Ali], aka Xarawo [Harawo], is a 

veteran and prominent Somali musician, composer and lyricist. He is 

member of ‘Hobollada Waaberi’, a Somali musical troupe. This poem 

‘Gurayare Dameerkaygow’ got an award from BBC in 1990. 

  


